April 10, 1963 



© 

Honorable J. Howard Pew 
Sun Oil Company 
1608 Walnut Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

Dear Mr. Pew: 



I cannot tell you how sorry I was to learn 
of the passing of your brother, and I wanted to send you 
this note expressing my deepest sympathy. 

I realize that words are most inadequate; 
however, I hope you will derive some consolation from 
knowing that the thoughts of your many friends are with 
you in sympathetic understanding. If I can be of any 
assistance at this time, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with me. 



Sincerely yours, 
TL Edgar Hoover 



Hitu 


REC- ii4 12 APR 12 iJGS 



1 - Philadelphia 


NOTE: Mr. J. H. Pew i Aon the Special Correspondents' List. Bufiles 
indicate limited contact wi\h his brother, the deceased. 
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PHILADELPHIA, April 9 (AP)—Josepli^Newtoii^Pew 
jJry 76-year-old board chairman of the Sun Oil Co./ancb 
long a financial pillar of the Republican Party, died to¬ 
day of bronchial pneumonia. He had been ill for several 
—t months. 

^ r ‘ Pew was horn in 1886, 
fy the year Sun Oil was founded 

BW-'f*'' 'y'Z r ‘. by his father. He and his 

lllgfr '\ %M brother,, J. Howard, ran the 
||||r''‘ C0J TP ar *y since the death of 

th4ir father in 1912. 

*?>r more than 30 years, Mr. 
EPv£ tt* *-;y m known to his friends as 

" J/ ' N ” was a - eader in ® tate 
g||>g|4^ and national Republican poli- 

Over the years he was, one. 
of the most' generous contidb- 
utors to the- Party's campaign 
chests * nd > at least partly be- 
cause of this, he often' 1 dic- 
tated. policies * attributed to 
°thcrs or embodied anony- 
mously into 1 .national .platforms 
at ®i® c tmn‘ times. Mr. Pew 
P ' t Assoclated^Fr^si preferred to he active behind 
t . JOSEPH ft. PEW the scenes; 

* 7--Praised by Martin 

i St 4 n > In his book, “My First 50 

L -.i.ujX* / 0 0 I Years in Politics,” Joseph- W. 

* Martin Jr., of Massachusetts, 

--*- former Speaker of the House 

and one-time GOP National’ 
Chairman, said Mr. Pew “in 
his. dedication to the preser¬ 
vation of the Republican .Par- 
Ay ,/ ty has given millions, yet in 

all the years I havd known 
- him ... he never asked for 
a single favor. 

/} “When almost no one else 

rC\ Mias giving any money, his 

contributions kept coming i[(i. 
Without them the Party might 
hOve utterly 1 dried*: up for lacjk 
ox funds/* 






Associated Press 

JOSEPH N.. PEW 


\ii 7 


A strong advocate of indI-, ! 
j Vidual freedom, Mr. Pew alt-) 

| Ways spoke up in industrial j 
( councils in behalf of a frelj} 
j Market economy and againsi- 
I all forms of government inter-! 

\ vention. - j 

During the early days of: 
Franklin D. Roosevelt’s New' 
Deal he led a successful fight 
against a proposed petroleum 
code which, in his view, held 
elements of price-fixing for oil. 

Two-Party Advocate 

After his exper ieuce in 
Washington with the proposed 
code, Mr. Pew was convinced 
1 that two strong national polit¬ 
ical parties were essential to 
| the preservation of this coun- 
| try’s traditional political fasti- 
; tutions. It was then he started 
to devote much of his time to i 
the rebuilding of the Repub¬ 
lican Party. ' 

Every four years he was a 
Pennsylvania delegate to the 
Republican National conven¬ 
tion, but he never sought or 
held any political’ office. 

. A native of Pittsburgh, Mr. 
Pew was educated in Pennsyl¬ 
vania schools and at Cornell 
University, where he became 
captain, of the track team. 

He was credited with- the 
idea of, coloring: Sun’s gasoline 
blue,, fhus giving it the desig¬ 
nation *‘Blue Sunoco.” He also 
came up with the idea- of 
Sun’s custom-blending system' 

' in which nine different octqne 
blends can be delivered from' 
one pump. 

! Mr. Pew is survived by his 
wife, the former Alberta Oa- 
V£n Hansel of Philadelphia; 
son and three daughters.. « 

v Funeral services will be held 
Thursday; H 
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The Washington Post and Jsr 
Times Herald 
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PHILADELPHIA, April ,9 
CAP) — Joseph N, Pew, Jr., 
chairman of the board of Sun 
Oil Co. and long-tfme financial 
"angel” of the' Republican 
Party,* died today. 

Mr. Few, 76, and his broth¬ 
er, J. Howard Pew, directed' 
Sun Oil since the death in 
1912 of their father, Joseph N. 
Pew, si\, the founder. 

Joseph Pew, Jr., died in Lan- 
!kenau Hospital , of bronchial 
pneumonia after a brief ill¬ 
ness. He had gone to his of¬ 
fice each day until stricken. 

. Speaking of him, Joseph W. 
Martin, Speaker of the House 
under the Republicans and a 
former G. O. B. National chair¬ 
man, once said: 

“In his dedication to the Re¬ 
publican Party he has- given 
millions. Yet in all the years 
I, have known him and have 
been close to him in. campaigns 
he has never asked me for a 
single favor. When almost no 
one else was giving any money 
tais- contributions kept coming 
in; without them the party 
might have utterly dried up for 
Jack of funds.” 

' The Pews, were long regarded 
as major powers in the highest 
circles of the State and Nat 
tidnal Republican Party. 

Taiir'Spafe and 'quietly artic- 
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JOSEPH N. JPEW^Jr, 


ulate, Mr. Pew was known tol 
friends and business associates 
as “J. N.” He was 25 when his 
father died. The older brother, 
j; Howard, became president 
and “X N” vice president. 
That was the only title U J.‘N.” 
had until he was named chair¬ 
man of the board in 1947 on’ 
his brother's retirement. 

A former track captain at 
Cornell. University, J. N. Pew 
was credtied with the idea of 
coloring Sun's gasoline blue, 
giving it the name of “Blue 
Sunoco.” He also* conceived the 
idea of Sun’s custom-blending 
system, in which, nine differ¬ 
ent octane blends pare he de¬ 
livered from one pump/’ ’ ' 
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The Washington Post and - 

Time's.^Herald 

The Washington Dail^Newspi^^^ 

The Eveninjg^Star IlZL VT?- 

New York Herald Tribune _ 

New York Journal-Amerlcan _ 

New York Mirror _ 

New York Daily News _ 

New York Post _ 

The New York Times _ 

The Worker _- 

The New Leader -—— 

The Wall Street Journal -- 

The National Observer_. 
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